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In July we recommended 
that Seattle consider 
adopting an Affordable 
Housing Linkage Fee
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Recommendations
• Apply the fee in all commercial zones and residential 

zones LR 1 and above 
• Apply the fee to multifamily residential, office, retail, 

hotel and R&D (Exclude single family and Industrial 
uses) 
• Adopt differing fee levels for high, medium and lower 

cost markets 
• Adjust fees annually based on the cost of construction 
• Phase the fees in over 3 years 
• Allow developers to continue to build bonus density 
• Preserve the onsite performance option
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Proposed Linkage Fees

Residential Office Retail Hotel
Lower Cost Neighborhoods $7.00 or 5% of Units $7.00 $7.00 $7.00
Medium Cost Neighborhoods $12.00 or 5% of Units $12.00 $12.00 $12.00
High Cost Neighborhoods $22.00 or 5% of Units $22.00 $22.00 $22.00

Residential Office Retail Hotel
Lower Cost Neighborhoods $5.00 or 3% of Units $5.00 $5.00 $5.00
Medium Cost Neighborhoods $10.00 or 3% of Units $10.00 $10.00 $10.00
High Cost Neighborhoods $16.00 or 3% of Units $16.00 $16.00 $16.00

Option #1: Fees comparable to 5% onsite performance  

Option #2: Fees comparable to 3% onsite performance 

Per Net Square Foot
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Feasibility  
Example 
4 to 6 Stories
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Feasibility  
Example 
4 to 6 Stories
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Feasibility  
Example 

South Lake Union
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Feasibility  
Example 

South Lake Union



 Cornerstone Partnership9

Local Goals
1.Produce more affordable housing units	


2.Ensure that affordable housing 
requirements are economically feasible	
!

3.Create/sustain mixed income 
communities	


4.Target resources to households with the 
greatest needs 

~30% for households earning 60-80% of median 
income
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